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EDUCATION


2007
Ph. D.  in Chinese History. Cornell University, Ithaca, NY                                                       
2003
Exchange Student. Princeton University, Princeton, NJ              

2003 
M. A. in Chinese History. Cornell University, Ithaca, NY                                                        
1999 
B.A. in Chinese History, Literature, and Philosophy. Renmin University of China, Beijing, China                                                        

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

2014- Present Assistant Professor, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN
2014 spring    Associate Professor (with tenure), University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR
2008-2013
Assistant Professor of History, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR  

2012-2013 
Visiting Fellow at Wolfson College, University of Cambridge, UK

2007-2008 
Assistant Professor of History, Armstrong Atlantic State University, Savannah, GA

PUBLICATIONS 

Books: 

Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire.  Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 2014. Pg. 300.  Paperback, 2015 
Awards: 

FINALIST - 2015 Best First Book in the History of Religions, presented by the American Academy of Religion

2014 Academic Award for Excellence, presented by Chinese Historians in the United States
Reviews: 
The American Historical Review; The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society; The Journal of Chinese Studies; San Francisco Book Review; The Pomegranate:  The International Journal of Pagan Studies; The Chinese Historical Review; Religious Studies Review; Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft; China Review International, Journal of Chinese Philosophy
Wugu zhi huo yu rujia diguo de xingqi巫蠱之禍與儒家帝國的興起(Chinese translation of Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire). Beijing: Beijing Normal University press, forthcoming. 
Work in Progress: 

Confucians, Bureaucracy, and Empire: Elites Production in Early China and Its Modern Significance
Articles and Book Chapters:
2016

“The Master Kept A Distance from His Own Son: Is Confucian Morality based on Family Affection?,” Philosophy East and West, submitted.  

“Political Elites and Bureaucratic Hierarchy: A Fundamental Confucian (ru 儒) Thought and Its Modern Significance,” completed. 

“Bureaucracy and Social Networks:  Donghai 東海Men and Models for Success in the Western Han,” Completed. 

2015
“The Hermeneutics of Omens: The Bankruptcy of Moral Cosmology in the Western Han China (206 BCE-8 CE),” The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, volume 25, issue 03 (2015), pp. 439-459.
“When the Founder is Not a Creator: Confucius and Confucianism Reconsidered,” in Varieties of Religious Invention, edited by Patrick Gray, Oxford University Press, 2015 

“Zhengzhi quanli bangjia xia de tianren ganying zaiyi shuo (gongyuan qian 206 nian – gongyuan 8nian)“ 政治權力綁架下的天人感應災異說(公元前206 年–公元8 年) [Moral Cosmology that was Kidnapped by Political Power(206 BCE to 8 CE), Zhongguo shi yanjiu 中 國 史 研 究  [Journal of Chinese Historical Studies], forthcoming. 

2011
“Excavating the Genealogy of Classical Studies in the Western Han Dynasty (206BCE-8 CE),” Journal of American Oriental Society, 131.3 (2011), 371-394. 

“Recasting the Ruling Class: Re-reading the Witchcraft Scandal in the Western Han Dynasty” 重塑統治集團： 西漢巫蠱案的再解讀, Hunan sheng bowu guan guan kan 湖南省博物館館刊 (Bulletin of Hunan Provincial Museum), 7 (2011), 535-559.

2010
“‘Who Said, ‘Confucius Composed Chunqiu’?: the Genealogy of the ‘Chunqiu’ Canon in the pre-Han and Han Periods,” Frontiers of History in China, 5.3(2010): 363-385.

“Dialectics between Reconstruction and Deconstruction: Some Reflections on Studies of Early Confucianism in American Sinology” 重構與解構: 對美國漢學界早期儒學研究的一些回顧和思考, China Scholarship 中國學術, 24 (2006), 228–247.  

Encyclopedia Articles: “Social Structures of Warring States,” “Social Structures of Han China,” World History Encyclopedia: Era 3 Classical Traditions 1000 BCE-300CE, volume 5, ed. Alfred J. Andrea, Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2011, 115-116.
Reviews and Translations:

Book Review:  K.E. BRASHIER Public Memory in Early China. Journal of Chinese History 2017.1 (1), 197-198. 
Book Review:  WANG Haicheng. Writing and the Ancient State: Early China in Comparative Perspective, Frontiers of History in China, 2016, 11 (1): 174-176.
Book review, Garret P. S. Olberding, Dubious Facts: The Evidence of Early Chinese Historiography, Journal of Chinese Philosophy, forthcoming. 

Book Review, Michael Loewe. Bing: From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han China. China Review International, Volume 20, Numbers 1&2, 2013, pp. 122-124.

Book Review, The Journey of Maps and Images on the Silk Road, edited by Philippe Forêt and Andreas Kaplony, International Journal of Middle East Studies, 42.2 (2010), 323-324. 
Translation of “Shigaku Zasshi Summary of Japanese Scholarship for 2001: Shang, Zhou, Spring and Autumn,” Early China, 30 (2005), 205–222. 
INVITED TALKS: 
2016   “An Empire without Politicians: Confucian and Bureaucracy” Fudan University, Shanghai, China, May 23, 2016. 

“Rusheng yu guanliao zhidu de hudong” 儒生與官僚制度的互動(Confucians and Bureaucracy), organized by Dongfang lishi pinglun 東方歷史評論（Oriental History Review)，706 Youth Space, Beijing, June 19, 2016.
2015 
“Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire: A Revisionist View of Early Chinese Imperial History from the Perspective of Digital Humanities,” University of California, Berkeley, March 11, 2015  

“A Close Reading: How to Construct the Multiple Voices in the Grand Scribe’s Records and the History of Western Han Dynasty,” Renmin University of China人民大學 , Beijing, China, December, 22, 2015. 

“Colloquium on the Han Empire: A Dialogue with Professor Hou Xudong 侯旭东 at Qinghua University清華大學,” organized by the Beijing Normal University Press北京師範大學出版社, Bi an Book Store彼岸書店, December 20, 2015.  

2013 
“The Digital Humanities and Re-examination of the Rise of the First Confucian Empire” 數字化人文學視野下的第一個儒生帝國的興起, presented at the Historical Studies Series at Renmin University of China 人大史學講堂系列講座, November 28, 2013. 
“Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire” presented at Early China Seminar at Columbia University, Nov. 16th, 2013. 

“Wugu zhi huo yu diyige rusheng diguo de xingqi” 巫蠱之禍與第一個儒生帝國的興起 (Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire) presented at Beijing University, China, June 13th, 2013. 

“The Muted Bureaucrats and the Combative Ru (Confucian) Scholars: A Comparative Reading of an Archaeologically Discovered text ‘Wei li zhi dao’ 為吏之道 and Wang Chong’s ‘Cheng cai’ 程材 in Lun Heng 論衡,” presented at Needham Research Institute, Cambridge, UK, May 10th, 2013. 

“Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire,” presented at Association of Cambridge Studies China Research Seminar Series, King's College, University of Cambridge, UK, May 11th, 2013. 
“Witchcraft and the Rebirth of Ruling elite in Western Han China, 206 BCE –   8CE,” presented at China Research Seminar at Department of East Asian Studies at University of Cambridge, UK, February 13th, 2013.

“Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire,” presented at Wolfson College, University of Cambridge, UK, February 20th, 2013.
2012 
 “Hermeneutics of Omens: Political Application of Moral Cosmology and Its Bankruptcy in Western Han China (206 BCE -8 CE),” presented at the East Asian Studies Program at Princeton University, May 16th, 2012. 
“Tianren ganying xueshuo xia de xuexing douzheng: Xihan zaiyi zhengzhi de pochan”天人感應學説下的血腥鬥爭：西漢災異政治的破產 (the Bloody Struggle Disguised underneath the Correlative Cosmology: the Bankruptcy of Omen Politics in the West Han China), presented at the College of Literature and Communication at Minzu University of China, December 3rd, 2012.

2007
“A Class Merely on Paper?: A Study of “The Collective Biographies of Confucians” in The Grand Scribe’s Records (Shiji 史記),” invited by the Department of Asian Languages and Literatures at University of Massachusetts, Amherst, March 05, 2007.

SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PRESENTATION
2016   

“Fighting Against Bureaucratic Hierarchy: The formation of Confucian Elites in Early Imperial China,” Forming Chinese Culture: From the Age of Confucius to the Early Imperial Age, Stanford, CA, April 21-22, 2016

“Flourishing under a Centralized Bureaucracy: Social Network Analysis of    the Shandong Region Elites in Western Han China,” 75th Annual Meeting of Association for Asian Studies, Seattle, WA, March 31-April 3, 2016

“When ru became followers of Confucius: A Close Reading of Sima Qian’s ‘Collective Biographies of Ru,’” Annual Meeting of American Academy of Religion, San Antonio, TX, Nov 19-22. 
2015 
“Ambition of Being High Officials: Employing the concepts of Politician and Bureaucrats to examine the debate over Relative Merit of Confucians and Technical Clerks” 有大臣之志：以政治家與官僚的概念框架解讀儒生文吏之爭. International Conference of Science, Thought and the Cultural History and Commemorative Symposium Honoring the Retirement of Professor Benjamin Elman 科技、思想、文化史的分野與融合”國際學術研討會暨艾爾曼（Benjamin Elman）教授榮退紀念會, Fudan University, Shanghai, China, Dec. 27-29, 2015.

“Is Confucian Xiao 孝Consanguinism?” paper presented at Annual Meeting of American Academy of Religion, Atlanta, GA, Nov 20-22, 2015 

“Be A Politician not A Bureaucrat: Debate over Relative Merit of Confucians    (rusheng) and Technical Bureaucrats (wenli),” paper presented at Workshop on Early China, University of Chicago, Nov 6-7, 2015. 
“The Master Kept A Distance from His Own Son: Is Confucian Morality based on Family Affection?” paper presented at Annual Meeting of the American Oriental Society, University of Colorado at Boulder, October 8–10, 2015
2014 
 “Omen Politics: Moral Cosmology and Political Struggle in the Western Han  Dynasty,’’ Annual Meeting of the American Oriental Society Western Branch, Stanford, CA, Oct 30-Nov 1, 2014 (paper accepted and I could not make it because of the healthy problem.)
2013 
“Xihan de Zaiyi zhengzhi 西漢的災異政治” (Omen Politics in the Western Han Dynasty), presented at “the Archeologically Discovered Materials and the Transition Between Qin and Han Dynasties: the International Conference ” 出土資料與戰國秦漢社會轉型研究:國際學術研討會, Hangzhou, China, November  22-24, 2013. 
“Correlative Thinking and Western Han Politics,” presented at New York Conference on Asian Studies (NYCAS), Binghamton University,  September 27-28, 2013.
“Do Paratextual Features speak? A Case Study of ‘The Way of Being a Clerk’為吏之道” presented at the workshop “Wenzi, xieben, yu sixiang”文字, 寫本與思想 (Paleography, Manuscripts, and Thought) at Beijing University, June 13rd, 2013. 
2012 
“When the Founder is Not a Creator: Confucius and Confucianism Reconsidered,” paper presented at 2012 Annual Meeting American Academy of Religion, Chicago, November 17-19th, 2012.
“Political Application of Moral Cosmology and Its Bankruptcy in Western Han China (206BCE—8CE),” paper presented at American Philosophical Association Pacific Division, Seattle, WA, April 4 -7, 2012.
2011
“Confucians as Politicians: Correlative Cosmology and Factional Struggles in the 
Western Han Dynasty, ” paper presented at 2011 Annual Meeting of 
American Academy of Religion San Francisco, California, November 19-22, 2011. 


“Hermeneutics of Omens:  Correlative Cosmology and Factional Struggles in the 
Western Han Dynasty,” paper presented at 15th Annual Southeast Early China 
Roundtable Conference, Sewanee: The University of the South, October 7-9, 2011.

2010      “Continuity or Disruption: Excavating the Genealogy of Classical Studies in the Western Han Dynasty,” paper presented at 62nd Annual Meeting of Association for Asian Studies, Philadelphia, March 25-28, 2010. 

2009 
 “A Crafted History:  The Genealogy of Classical Studies in the Western Han Dynasty” paper accepted by 13th Annual Southeast Early China Roundtable Conference, Athens, Georgia, October 23-25, 2009. 

“The Silent Transformation: Emergence of Confucian Interpretative Schools in the Middle of Western Han” paper accepted by New York Conference on Asian Studies also organizer of the panel “Imagining and Reimagining Confucianism and Empire through History,” Ithaca, NY Oct 9-10th, 2009. 
“Recasting the Ruling Class: A Turning Point in the Western Han Dynasty” 重塑統治集團： 西漢巫蠱案的再解讀 plenary lecture given at the 12th Annual Conference and International Symposium of Study of the History of the Qin and Han China 中國秦漢史研究會第12屆年會暨國際學術研討會, Yongcheng 永城 Henan 河南, August 15-19, 2009

 “Witchcraft Scandal and Rise of Confucian Officials in the Western Han Dynasty” paper presented at 61st Annual Meeting of Association for Asian Studies, Chicago, Il, March 26-29, 2009. 
2008   “A Reshuffle of Power: Witchcraft Scandal in the Western Han Dynasty” paper presented at 12th Annual Southeast Early China Roundtable Conference Jacksonville, Florida (University of North Florida), Nov. 14-16th, 2008.
2007     “Discourse and Reality: The Formation of the Confucian Group in the Western Han Dynasty” paper presented at 11th Southeast Early China Roundtable, St. Petersburg, FL (Eckerd College), November 9-11, 2007.
2006    “Laconic Chronicle versus Detailed Knowledge of History: The Conception of the Spring and Autumn Canon in the Pre-Han and Han Periods” paper presented at 58th Annual Meeting of Association for Asian Studies, San Francisco, CA, April 6-9, 2006. Also panel organizer.
 “When the Minority Were Portrayed as the Protagonists: A Study of Social and Political Status of Confucians (Ru) during the Reign of Emperor Wu” paper presented at Asian Studies Colloquium, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, May 2,  2006.

2004   “Why the Xing Zi Ming Chu (Human Nature Derived from Decrees), A Newly Discovered Text, Is A Confucian Text,” paper presented at 13th Annual Graduate Student Conference on East Asia, Columbia University, New York, NY, February 6-7, 2004.

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS
2015-2016
Fellowship at International Center for Study of Chinese Civilization at Fudan University 復旦大學, China

2015
2015 Faculty Research Support Program (FRSP) Initiation Grant, University of Notre Dame
2014                Association for Asian Studies China and Inner Asia Council
Small Grants

2012-2013
Cambridge faculty fellowship, Wolfson College, Cambridge, UK

2012-2013 
Lucy Cavendish College Visiting Fellow, Cambridge, UK (Declined)

2013 

Fulbright College Faculty Travel Funds, University of Arkansas

2012
            Arts and Humanities Seed Fund Program, UARK

2012

Robert C. and Sandra Connor Endowed Faculty Fellowship, UARK

2011

Honors College Curriculum Development Grant, UARK ($25,000      

                        Collaborated with Dr. Ka Zeng and Dr. Jingping Gu)
2010 

Fulbright College Faculty Travel Funds, University of Arkansas
2009                Fulbright College Faculty Travel Funds, University of Arkansas 

2008                Teaching Commitment Award, University of Arkansas 

2008                Fulbright College Faculty Travel Funds, University of Arkansas

2007
Teaching and Learning Grant 2007-2008, Armstrong Atlantic State    University 

2006                 China Times Cultural Foundation Young Scholar Award
2006                 Chung and Ya Chao Liu Memorial Award, Cornell University

2005                 China Research Travel Grant, Cornell University

2004                 Starr Fellowship, Cornell University

2002                 East Asian Program Fellowship, Cornell University

2003                 East Asian Program Fellowship, Cornell University

1999                 Outstanding College Graduate Award, Renmin University of China

1996-1998        Humanity Studies Fellowship, 1st prize, Renmin University of China

1995                 Excellent Undergraduate Fellowship, Renmin University of China

LANGUAGES


Chinese (native language), Classical Chinese (fluent reading), Japanese (reading proficiency), French 

COURSES OFFERRED

Ideas and Institutions of World Civilizations I 

History of China to 1644

Modern China

Classical Thought in East Asia

Early Chinese Empires: Mythology, Archeology, and Historiography

 


China’s Foreign Trade and International Order:  History, Policy, and Theory 

Where East Meets West:  The Silk Road, Western Missionaries, and Opium Wars

SERVICES: 

Faculty Development Committee, Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences, UARK

Library Committee, History Department, UARK

Medieval Middle East Search Committee, UARK

Asian Studies Committee, UARK

Teaching Mentor , UARK
Ron Gordon – Instructor for HIST 1113 World Civilization I (Ph.D.   candidate, History Department) 


Sanket  Desai – Instructor for HIST 1123 World Civilization II (Ph.D.  candidate, History Department )

Dissertation Committee (Jared Phillips, graduated in 2013), UARK


Master's Theses Committees: 


Justin R Hunter – Master student in Music Department (graduated in 2008), UARK


Master's Theses Committees (Chair):

Nathaniel Ethan Clark- Master student in History Department(graduated in 2012), UARK


Rush Curtner – Master student in History Department, UARK


Xun Yang - Master student in History Department, UARK

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

Steering Committee of Confucian Tradition Group at American Academy of Religion

Manuscripts Reviewers:

Journal of Chinese Studies 中國文化研究所學報, summer 2011, spring 2012, spring 2013. 

State University of New York Press, 2014. Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, 2017. 
Organized Conferences:

International Conference of Science, Thought and the Cultural History and Commemorative Symposium Honoring the Retirement of Professor Benjamin Elman 科技、思想、文化史的分野與融合”國際學術研討會暨艾爾曼（Benjamin Elman）教授榮退紀念會, Fudan University, Shanghai, China, Dec. 27-29, 2015.

Organized Panels: 

Co-organizer of the International Conference of Science, Thought and the Cultural History and Commemorative Symposium Honoring the Retirement of Professor Benjamin Elman 科技、思想、文化史的分野與融合”國際學術研討會暨艾爾曼（Benjamin Elman）教授榮退紀念會, Fudan University, Shanghai, China, Dec. 27-29, 2015. 
Organizer of a panel entitled “Cosmology in Action: Cosmology-building and Application in Early China” at 2011 Annual Meeting of American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, California, November 19-22, 2011. 
Chair and Discussant of a panel entitled “Government Policies and Cultural Practices in Geographical Perspective” at Chinese History in Geographical Perspective Conference

Arkansas Studies Institute, Little Rock, February 19, 2011.

Organizer of a panel entitled “Processing the Past: Authority and Creation of Collective Memory of Ancient China” at Chinese Historian in United States Meeting-in- Conjunction at the 58th Annual Meeting of Association for Asian Studies, San Francisco, CA, April 6-9, 2006.

Affiliated Members:

An Associate Member of Seminar 691, Early China, Columbia University since 2012. 

An associate member of The Center for East Asian Studies, University of Chicago since 2014. 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS  


American Academy of Religion

Association for Asian Studies

American Historical Association 

Chinese Historians in the United States 

Southeast Early China Roundtable
The Society for the Study of Early China
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