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Graduate Course Descriptions

History 60263 (CRN:  18887)

Age of Charlemagne

NOBLE

MWF 10:40 AM – 11:30 AM
The Carolingian (from Carolus, Latin for Charles: Charles the Great--Charlemagne--was the most famous Carolingian) period, roughly the eighth and ninth centuries, was foundational for western Europe. But this was also the time when the mid-Byzantine Empire consolidated its position and when the Abbasid family of caliphs introduced important and durable changes in the Islamic world. This course will focus on the West in the age of Charlemagne, but will draw frequent comparisons with and make continuous reference to Europe's Byzantine and Islamic neighbors. The course will explore such themes as: Europe's Roman and Christian inheritances from antiquity; the peoples of the Carolingian world; kingship and empire; political and social institutions and ideologies; religious and secular law; war and diplomacy; agriculture and trade; the church--popes, bishops, monks, and nuns; theology; art and architecture; Latin and vernacular literature. Reading assignments will combine modern scholarship and primary sources (in translation). Students will write mid-term and final examinations and will choose between several short papers or one long paper. Graduate students will meet weekly with the professor, carry out reading assignments different from those of the undergraduates, and submit a series of short papers.

History 83000 (CRN:  10190)

The Historian’s Craft

FERNANDEZ-ARMESTO

T 10:45 AM
This seminar is designed to introduce students to theoretical and practical foundations of Historical Method. Students are required to complete several written and oral assignments and to write a short primary research paper on a topic selected in consultation with the instructor. Those students who prefer to write a more substantial primary research paper with their PhD advisors should consult with the instructor as soon as possible. This course is required for all first year students.

History 83002 (CRN:  19181)

The Historical Profession

BEATTY

TBA

This seminar serves as an introduction to balancing the range of professional commitments pursuant to a career as an academic historian. Topics will vary from semester to semester, but some of those covered include research, teaching, administrative responsibilities, classroom and student problems, conduct, publication, seeking employment, career alternatives, and time management. All second-year graduate students in history are required to pass this course in the fall semester as they become teaching assistants. Attendance, preparation, and participation are required.

HIST 83200 (CRN:  13230)

Introduction to Medieval Studies I

BOULTON, M.

M 5:00 PM – 5:50 PM
A one-credit-hour course designed to introduce students to the basic bibliographies, handbooks, and research tools in medieval studies. Professors from various disciplines will participate.

HIST 83604 (CRN:  18888)

Colloquium:  US History since 1890

MCKENNA
M 3:00 PM
This seminar is an intensive survey of recent historical writing on the United States from the late nineteenth century forward. Moving from imperialism and reform at the turn of the twentieth century to the global Cold War and rise of modern American conservatism, this course will examine the questions, sources, and methodologies that historians have used to problematize and understand politics, foreign relations, migration, labor, economy, identity formation, and intellectual life in the period.

History 83903 (CRN:  18889)
Modern Latin America: Ideas, Interpretations, and Repercussions of the “Long Cold War”
PENSADO

W 1:30 PM

This is a graduate seminar required of doctoral students in Latin American history.  Students in other fields who wish to incorporate Latin America into their future teaching or who may seek to make relevant comparisons with their fields of study are also welcomed.  The principal goal of the seminar is to provide students with a general overview of some of the main themes and issues in the history of Modern Latin America. Additional, and more specific goals, include the following: (1) to provide an in-depth coverage of the writings of Latin America’s most influential leftist and conservative intellectuals from the late 19th century to the present; (2) to analyze the historical contexts that produced them with particular attention to the long Cold War; (3) to examine the impact these intellectuals had on the development and outcome of Latin America’s most important political movements and ideological currents of the 20th century, including revolutions and social movements, as well as unique (Latin American) interpretations of Marxism, Fascism, anarcho-syndicalism, anti-Americanism, anti-communism, indigenismo, mestizaje, hispanismo, populism, feminism, student activism, tercermundismo, and liberation; and (4) to explore the different approaches and methods that historians have used to interpret some of these movements and ideological currents. In an effort to meet these goals, the seminar incorporates critical analysis of the secondary literature and interpretations of key primary sources in both English and Spanish. 

History 83975 (CRN: 16568) 

History of Science, Technology and Medicine to 1750

HAMLIN

M 12:00 PM
This course initiates a two-semester survey of the main events in the history of natural philosophy, technology and medicine from Greek antiquity to the early Enlightenment.  The course is intended as an exposure to main currents in scholarship, to a wide variety of primary sources, and will allow students to do bibliographic work in an area of interest.  Course requirements will include examinations, presentations and reviews, and an extended bibliographic essay, though these may be modified for students of advanced standing who wish to use the course for other purposes.  The course is required for HPS graduate students.  Interested graduate students in History, Philosophy, and the sciences or engineering are encouraged to contact the instructor.


History 93050 (CRN:  19182)
Topics in Modern African History

OCOBOCK

W 4:30 PM
This course introduces graduate students to the history of Modern Africa, from the nineteenth century to the present. First, we will familiarize ourselves with major historical processes and themes such as the decline of African slave trading; European conquest of the continent; everyday lives Africans negotiating and contesting colonial rule; and struggles of Independent Africa for political stability and economic security. Second, we will explore the history of the field itself and the major historiographical debates that have emerged since the mid-twentieth century. We will do this by problematizing classic works, reading new, innovative research, as well as seeking out areas where our historical knowledge or interpretations remain unsatisfying. Finally, we will consider the diverse methodologies and source materials used by historians of Africa. 

History 93280 (CRN:  18890)
Learning, Religion, and Society in the High Middle Ages

VAN ENGEN

T 6:00 PM
From about 1150 university-trained clerics began to play prominent roles in nearly every aspect of medieval society and culture, from administration to law and theology. This course explores the role of that learning in re-shaping views and practices in specific areas especially religion and law, while at the same time offering a general introduction to medieval universities and the roles of university clerics in medieval society.  We will read primary sources in Latin, and students will prepare an original research paper as the culmination of their class work. 

History 93355 (CRN: 18891)
The Renaissance:  Society, Culture and Ideas

MESERVE

R 2:00 PM
This course surveys the intellectual, cultural, social, and political history of the Italian peninsula in the period known as the Renaissance (ca 1300-1550). Proceeding chronologically, the course will use primary source material as well as important works of modern historiography to investigate topics including the economic and political development of the late medieval city-state; the revival of classical learning; the "rebirth" of the figurative arts; and the growth of new social orders, identities, and cultural practices. Throughout, emphasis will fall on the Renaissance as an urban phenomenon, with case studies investigating the Renaissance city as a site for economic growth, political agitation, cultural creativity, intellectual ferment, historical commemoration, and popular debate. Students will write weekly responses to readings in addition to one long research paper or two shorter historiographical essays.

History 93413 (CRN:  18892)
European Cities in the Long Nineteenth Century

MARTIN

T 4:00 PM
This course is designed to acquaint students with some of the vast literature on the European urban experience from the late ancien régime to the early 20th century.  It aims at an overview of developments across Europe as well as different scholarly approaches drawn from social, cultural, political, and intellectual history; readings include acknowledged historiographical classics as well as examples of very recent scholarship.  Common readings will focus on urban life in France, Great Britain, the German states, and Russia; in addition, students will do independent readings with a geographic focus of their choice.    

History 93617 (CRN:  18893)

American Religion in World Perspective

NOLL

T 1:30 PM
This seminar features careful reading and critical analysis of books (and some articles) that link important developments in American religious history to developments outside the United States.  Most of the books offer major interpretations of American events or circumstances, as such, but they will all also be keyed in some way to the broader world.  Titles studied include works like Stephen Foster, The Long Argument:  English Puritanism and the Shaping of New England Culture, 1570-1700; Richard Carwardine, Transatlantic Revivalism:  Popular Evangelicalism in Britain and American, 1790-1865; Lamin Sanneh, Abolitionists Abroad; Peter R. D'Agostino, Rome in America:  Transnational Catholic Ideology from the Risorgimento to Fascism; Timothy Matovina, Latino Catholicism:  Transformation in America’s Largest Church; Raymond B. Williams, Christian Pluralism in the United States:  The Indian Immigrant Experience (though final selection of texts will depend in some measure on the interest of students in the class).  For at least a couple of weeks during the semester, reading assignments will include works on American religion that originate from outside of the United States, which students will be encouraged to read in the original languages (for those weeks, students will have individual assignments tailored to their specific interests and linguistic abilities). Students will be asked to prepare brief written reviews of weekly assignments.  Longer writing assignments may include a research paper related to the themes of the course, or a major historiographical discussion.

History 93642 (CRN:  19183)

Doing Science, Doing History: practice, pedagogy and the laboratory in nineteenth-century chemistry

JACKSON

R 9:30 AM
This course is an introduction to the history of chemistry over the long-nineteenth century period bounded roughly by the French Revolution and World War One.  Shaped around my current monograph project Material World: Analysis, Synthesis and the Making of Modern Chemistry, it uses the case of chemistry to address a range of issues in the history of modern science.  The course is primarily historical but we will examine the relationship between historical and philosophical approaches to some key events (beginning with the Chemical Revolution) and some central questions (e.g. What is the relationship between experiment and theory? How does collective research work?). Material World is a history of the development of synthetic organic chemistry.  By about 1900 organic synthesis had become one of the most powerfully productive scientific disciplines, of central importance to the development of medicine and the life sciences as well as to industry.  Early-nineteenth century chemists struggled to understand substances derived from plants and animals in relation to Lavoisier’s new system of the elements.  A century later, chemistry had acquired such mastery over the organic world that chemists were able to improve on as well as to mimic Nature, producing novel, man-made substances as well as synthetic versions of natural products.  How had they accomplished this remarkable feat? That question has traditionally been answered by reference to the major theoretical developments of nineteenth-century chemistry – atomism, valence and structure theory – but it looks very different when studied from the perspective of practice, pedagogy and the laboratory.  Beginning with classic studies such as Aaron Ihde’s The Development of Modern Chemistry, the course draws upon a wide variety of sources to inform its exploration of the history of chemistry.  Some of these (e.g. Jack Morrell’s ground-breaking The Chemist Breeders) come from within the secondary literature in the history of nineteenth-century chemistry.  Others address relevant historical and philosophical questions in the context of other scientific disciplines and periods (e.g. Gerald Holton’s analysis of the Milikan-Ehrenhaft controversy; and Harry Collins study of the problem of experimental replication, Changing Order).  Several of these key readings are now more than 25 years old but many (e.g. John McEvoy’s 2010 reappraisal of the Chemical Revolution) are hot off the press – at least in the world of academic history!  We will read primary sources spanning the public and private worlds of science: laboratory notebooks and letters; published papers, manuals and textbooks; speeches and histories.  Alongside this broad spectrum of primary and secondary source material, you will also have the chance to read and discuss the draft manuscript of Material World, itself a piece of historical writing in production. Assignments will include presentation and mid-term test as well as traditional essay-writing, making this course a good route to the modern historian’s most important skills: reading, writing and presenting. No prior knowledge is required for this course.

