History Department

Spring 2013
Graduate Course Descriptions

History 83005 (CRN:  23694)
Research, Writing and Publishing
MESERVE
W 7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
In this seminar students will focus on improving three skills that are crucial for professional historians:  research, writing, and publishing.  In consultation with a faculty advisor, each participant will research and write a publication-quality seminar paper.  The analysis of exemplary works in diverse genres and collaborative peer review will inform those projects.  This course is required for all first year students in the History PhD program.

History 83203 (CRN:  28702)
Prosem:  Medieval Islamic World
Tor
M 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major historical issues and modern scholarly interpretations of the medieval Islamic world, from the rise of Islam in the early 7th century until the Mongol conquests in the 13th. Such issues will include the rise of Islam and the official biography of the Prophet Muhammad; the early formation of the religion; the meaning and role of the Caliphate at different periods; the 'Abbasid Revolution; the respective role of the various ethnic groups, Arab, Persian and Turkish, in Islamic history; military slavery; the break-up of Islamic political unity and the rise of the autonomous Persianate dynasties; and the transition from Persian to Turkish political primary in the Seljuq period.

History 83601 (CRN:  28703)
America before 1700
CANGANY
T 3:30 pm – 6:00 pm
This colloquium provides an introduction to the major historical and historiographical problems of American history before 1700.  Although this course situates Native and colonial America in their broader Atlantic contexts, the emphasis is on the western hemisphere.  It incorporates a range of methodological and philosophical perspectives, including economy, race, gender, class, culture, material culture, politics, law, geography, society, and environment.  Texts of opposing viewpoints are paired each week to provide fluency in both the events and the interpretations of early America.  Assignments, including a historiography paper and a syllabus, offer preparation for the profession, the job market, and beyond.

HIST 83976 (CRN: 29638)
History of Science, Technology, Medicine since 1750

JACKSON
TR 9:30 – 10:45
The course will begin by reviewing the several distinct social contexts of late 18th century science, including its relations to technology and medicine. It will then trace the emergence of academic (or more properly, university-based) science, sanctioned by the state and characterized by the emergence of distinct professions, disciplines and/or ways of knowing in the 19th century. The second half of the course will be devoted to tracing these themes in the 20th century, giving particular attention to both theoretical transformations and to the relationships between scientific disciplines, between science and the state, and between science and technology. Assignments include review essays and a final exam. 

HIST 93201 (CRN:  29135)
Medieval Communication
HOBBINS
W 3:00 pm  - 5:30 pm
This course is designed to introduce students to the rich literature on late medieval communication from a historian’s perspective. It can serve as the basis for a field examination in medieval history; it may also provide ancient and early-modern historians and medieval literary scholars with the basis for a fruitful comparative approach to their fields. 
History 93301 (CRN:  29136)
Early Modern Atlantic History
GRAUBART
R 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm
This graduate seminar will examine the history of the early modern Atlantic region, consisting of the empires of Iberia and Britain in the Americas, parts of the African continent subject to European trade (particularly the slave trade) and missionary work, and the emerging imperial powers of Europe.  We will look at the theoretical genealogy of an Atlantic vision, which draws upon the Annales school and world systems theory among others, as well as new statements about what it means to study transatlantically and transnationally.  We will read some classics as well as new works, and ask what the national literatures offer one another and whether thinking thematically and cross-regionally produces new questions or insights.

History 93401 (CRN:  29137)
Topics in 20th-Century European History
KUNICKI

T 3:30 pm – 6:00 pm
This colloquium surveys the state of research in broadly defined 20th-Century European history (excluding English and Irish history) during the last two decades. It is intended as an overview of major contributions and approaches to political, social, institutional, intellectual, and cultural history, with a strong emphasis on East Central Europe, Germany, France and Russia. Another aim of this colloquium is to trace discussions and different interpretations elaborated by scholars, particularly revisionist historians. The chronological framework of this course is between 1900 and 2000; this period covers war and revolution in the first two decades, the rise of fascism and modern authoritarian regimes, World War II and genocide, the Cold War and post-Communism. 


History 93656 (CRN:  28704)
British and American Intellectual History
TURNER
M 3:00 pm  – 5:30 pm
Readings in selected topics in British-American intellectual history from the later seventeenth century to around 1900. ‘British-American Intellectual history,’ as used here, comprises discourses common to Britain and anglophone North America. This focus does not preclude occasional French or German voices. Subjects might include sensationalist psychology, Newtonian physics, republicanism, Scottish common-sense  philosophy, evangelical reform movements, political economy, Romantic metaphysics, feminism, Darwinian biology, religious unbelief, geology, and ‘mass culture.’ But ‘British-American intellectual history’ excludes topics widely discussed only on one side of the Atlantic: a policy that eliminates important regional cultures (notably the American South, Ireland, and Scotland except as participants in larger discourses) and major topics (such as African-American nationalism, Benthamite utilitarianism except as refracted through J. S. Mill, and philosophic pragmatism). We will focus on problems that were nodes of change rather than attempt an even-handed survey, impossible anyway in one semester. Besides discussion of common assigned readings, the work of the course will include papers, the character of which can vary with student needs, including the possibility of writing a seminar paper in either British or American intellectual history or both.

History 93976 (CRN: 29657)
Social and Political Ideals and Values in Science

JURKOWITZ 
TR 2:00 pm – 3:15 pm
In this course we explore how scientists have employed ideals of social and political order to shape scientific communities and to organize the practice of science. In turn, we study how scientific concepts and theories have informed wider social-political discourse.  We examine how ideals of community, social, political and intellectual have mingled in the thinking of natural philosophers and scientists. We study how scientists have used social ideals and values to build and reform their communities.  Does the organization of scientific research reflect surrounding political and cultural ideals of organization?  Can scientific knowledge have social and political values embedded in it – for example those of a republic?  We will link disputes over what counts as proper scientific methodology, as well as over what an ideal scientist is like, to debates about how to organize the scientific community, how to organize society, and what the ideal citizen is like.  We will engage a number of historiograpical approaches, both in the history of science and also in science studies.
