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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
2023- Professor, Department of History, University of Notre Dame; Concurrent 

Professor, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, and Gender 
Studies Program 

 
2007- Faculty Fellow, Kellogg Institute for International Studies; Faculty Affiliate, 

Initiative on Race and Resilience; Affiliated Faculty, Africana Studies 
Department and Medieval Institute 

 
2007-2023 Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Notre Dame; 

Concurrent Associate Professor, Department of Romance Languages and 
Literatures, and Gender Studies 

 
2010-13 Carl E. Koch Associate Professor of History, University of Notre Dame 
 
2008-09 Director, Latin American Studies Program, University of Notre Dame  
 
2001-07 Assistant Professor, Department of History, Cornell University 
 
2000-01 Visiting Lecturer, Program in Social Thought and Political Economy, University 

of Massachusetts  
 
1998-2001 Director, “Linkages” Residential Academic Program; Instructor, Program in 

Social Thought and Political Economy, University of Massachusetts 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of Massachusetts - Amherst, May 2000 
Graduate Certificate in Latin American Studies, University of Massachusetts - Amherst, May 

2000 
B.A. in Philosophy (Honors), minor in Classics, Barnard College of Columbia University, May 

1984 
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PUBLICATIONS | books 
 
Republics of Difference. Racial and Religious Self-Governance in the Spanish Atlantic World 

Oxford University Press, 2022.  
• Transatlantic Studies Association Book Prize 

 
With Our Labor and Sweat: Indigenous Women and the Formation of Colonial Society in Peru, 

1550-1700. Stanford University Press, 2007 
• Ligia Parra Jahn Prize, Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American Studies 

    
 
PUBLICATIONS | journal articles (peer reviewed)  
 
"Pesa más la libertad: Slavery, Legal Claims, and the History of Afro-Latin American Ideas," 

William and Mary Quarterly 78:3 (July 2021): 427-58 
• Kimberly Hanger Article Prize of the Southern Historical Association, Latin 

American and Caribbean Studies Section 
• Honorable Mention, Association for the Study of the World Wide African 

Diaspora 
 
"As Slaves and Not Vassals: Interethnic Claims of Freedom and Unfreedom in Colonial Peru," 

Población y sociedad 27:2 (2020): 30-53 
• José María Arguedas Prize, Latin American Studies Association, Peru Section 

 
"Imperial Conviviality: What Medieval Spanish Legal Practice Can Teach Us About Colonial 

Latin America," Novos Estudos (CEBRAP, Brazil, 2019) 
 
“On Being Disciplined and Counted in the Early Circum-Caribbean,” Hemisphere 27 (2018) 
 
"Shifting Landscapes. Heterogeneous Conceptions of Land Use and Land Tenure in the Lima 

Valley," Colonial Latin American Review 26:1 (2017): 62-84  
 
“Learning From the Qadi: The Jurisdiction of Local Rule in the Early Colonial Andes,” Hispanic 

American Historical Review 95:2 (May 2015): 195-228.   
• James Alexander Robertson Prize, Conference on Latin American History 

 
“Los lazos que unen: dueñas negras de esclavos negros en Lima ss. XVI-XVII,” Revista Nueva 

Corónica [Lima, Peru] 2 (2013): 625-640 
 
“’So color de una cofradía’: Catholic Confraternities and the Development of Afro-Peruvian 

Ethnicities in Early Colonial Peru,” Slavery and Abolition 33:1 (March 2012): 43-64. 
 
“The Creolization of the New World: Local Forms of Identity in Urban Colonial Peru, 1560-

1640,” Hispanic American Historical Review 89:3 (August 2009): 471-499. 
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“De qadis y caciques,” Bulletin del Institut Français d’Etudes Andines 37:1 (2008): 83-96. 
 
“Dressed Like an Indian: Ethnic Ambiguity in Early Colonial Peru,” SALALM Papers 47 

(2002):1-9 
 
“Weaving and the Gender Division of Labor in Early Colonial Peru.”  American Indian 

Quarterly, 24:4 (Fall 2000): 537-561. 
 
"Indecent Living: Indigenous Women and the Politics of Representation in Early Colonial Peru," 

Colonial Latin American Review 9:2 (December 2000): 213-235. 
• Honorable Mention, Franklin Pease Prize 

 
"El tejer y las identidades de género en el Perú en los inicios de la colonia," Boletín del Instituto 

Riva-Agüero (Perú) 24 (1997): 145-165. 
 
PUBLICATIONS | book chapters and comments 
 
"'Of greater dignity than the negros': Language and In-Group Distinctions within Early Afro-

Peruvian Cofradías," in Miguel Valerio and Javiera Jaque Hidalgo, eds., Indigenous and 
Black confraternities in Colonial Latin America (University of Amsterdam Press: 2022) 

 
"'Women were governing before the Spanish entered in this kingdom': The Institutionalization of 

the Cacica from the North Coast of Peru," in Sara Vicuña Guengerich and Margarita 
Ochoa, editors, The Cacicas of Spanish America, 1492-1825 (University of Oklahoma 
Press, 2021): 139-64 

 
"Self-Representation and Self-Governance in Early Latin America," in Yolanda María Martínez-

San Miguel and Santa Arias, eds., The Routledge Hispanic Studies Companion to 
Colonial Latin America and the Caribbean (1492-1898) (Routledge, 2020): 57-70 

 
"Imperial Conviviality: Producing Difference in the TransAtlantic Iberian World," in Luciane 

Scarato, Fernando Baldraia, and Maya Manzi, eds., Convivial Constellations in Latin 
America: From Colonial to Contemporary Times (Routledge, 2020): 71-84; ; also 
published as MECILA Working Paper Series no. 8 (São Paulo: Maria Sibylla Merian 
International Centre for Advanced Studies on the Humanities and Social Sciences, 2018) 

 
"'Como esclavos y no vasallos': leyendo la historia intelectual indígena a través de la historia de 

esclavitud," Revista Andina 56 (2019): 70-75. 
 
“Taxation, Obligation, and Corporate Identity in 16th-Century Lima,” in Emily Engel, ed., A 

Companion to Early Modern Lima (Leiden: Brill, 2019): 82-102 
 
“’Ynuvaciones malas e rreprovadas’: Justice and Jurisdiction in the Lima Valley,” in Richard 
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Ross and Brian Owensby, eds., Justice in a New World. Negotiating Legal Intelligibility 
in British, Iberian, and Indigenous America, (NY: NYU Press, 2018): 151-82. 

 
"Containing Law Within the Walls: The Protection of Customary Law in Santiago del Cercado, 

Peru," in Bain Attwood, Lauren Benton, and Adam Clulow, eds., Protection and Empire: 
A Global History (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2017): 29-46. 

 
“The Bonds of Inheritance: Afro-Peruvian Women’s Legacies in a Slave-holding World," in 

Mónica Díaz and Rocío Quispe-Agnoli, eds., Women's Negotiations and Textual Agency 
in Latin America, 1500-1799 (NY: Routledge, 2017): 130-150 

 
"Comment on Mark Hauser, A Political Economy of Water and Enslavement: Waterways in 

Eighteenth-Century Caribbean Plantations," Current Anthropology 58:2 (April 2017): 
246-7. 

 
“Competing Spanish and Indigenous Jurisdictions in Early Colonial Lima,” chapter in Ken Mills, 

Senior Editor for Colonial Spanish America, Oxford Research Encyclopedia in Latin 
American and Caribbean History (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016)  

 
“Catalina de Agüero: A Mediating Life,” in Jonathan Truitt and Mark Christensen, eds., Native 

Wills From the Colonial Americas: Dead Giveaways in a New World (University of Utah 
Press, 2015): 19-39 

 
“Ethnicity,” Princeton Companion to Atlantic History, ed. Joseph C. Miller (Princeton 

University Press, 2015): 192-6. 
 
“Towards Connectedness and Place,” response to “Mapping Ethnogenesis in the Early Modern 

Atlantic,” by James Sidbury and Jorge Cañizares, William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd. ser. 
68, no 2 (April 2011): 233-235. 

 
"Miguel de Estete" and "Bartolomé Arzáns de Orsúa y Vela," in Guide to Documentary Sources 

for Andean Studies, ed. Joanne Pillsbury (University of Oklahoma Press, 2008), Vol II: 
48-52, 206-210. 

 
“La moda colonial: aproximaciones a la etnicidad en dos ciudades peruanas coloniales,” in 

Tejiendo Sueños en el Cono Sur, ed. Victória Solanilla (Barcelona, Grup d’Estudis 
Precolombins, 2005): 295-302. 

 
“Hybrid Thinking: Bringing Postcolonial Theory to Latin American Economic History,” in 

Postcolonial Thought and Economics, ed. S. Charusheela and Eiman Zein-Elabdin. 
(Routledge, 2003): 215-234. 
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PUBLICATIONS | co-authored and collective scholarship 
 
Chair, Gender Studies Working Group on Gender and COVID-19 at the University of Notre 

Dame, "White Paper: Gender and COVID-19," 2020 
 
Karen B. Graubart and María Cecilia Ulrickson, “Colonial Peru,” in Oxford Bibliographies in 

Latin American Studies, ed. Ben Vinson III (NY: Oxford University Press, 2017) [peer 
reviewed] 

 
Participant, "María Elena Martínez: A Roundtable Memorial," Radical History Review no. 123 

(2015): 177-184. 
 
Karen Graubart and Edward Beatty, “Sabine MacCormack (1941-2012),” Hispanic American 

Historical Review 93:1 (February 2013): 99-101 
 
Carmen Diana Deere, José Alvarez, Karen Graubart and William A. Messina, Jr.  "An Annotated 

Bibliography on Post-1959 Cuban Agriculture."  International Working Paper Series, 
International Agricultural Trade and Development Center, University of Florida at 
Gainesville, January 1996. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS | nonacademic and public writing 
 
"Seeing with others: How an intellectual collaboration brought four lives into focus," Uncommon 

Sense (Omohundro Institute Blog). https://blog.oieahc.wm.edu/seeing-with-others/ 
published 8/11/2021. 

 
"Seville in 1391: Plagues and Social Organization," for Mapping Endings, Visualizing New 

Beginnings: Apocalyptic Expectations and Religious Tolerance and Toleration in the 
Early Modern World (PI Ana Valdez, Centro de História da Universidade de Lisboa, 
2020) 

 
“Rise Up: Chicago Says No to Trump,” Public Seminar First Drafts 

http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/01/rise-up/#.WIt3Q7YrKi4, published 1/27/2017. 
 
 
MULTI-MEDIA | videos and podcasts 
 
"34 and 5" CUNY Graduate Center CLACLS podcast: Karen Graubart's Republics of Difference, 

November 2023 
 
"Republics of Difference: Religious and Racial Self-Governance in the Spanish Atlantic World," 

Global Stage podcast (Kellogg Institute), December 2022 
 

http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/01/rise-up/#.WIt3Q7YrKi4
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"The Page 99 Test: Republics of Difference," https://page99test.blogspot.com/2022/08/karen-b-
graubarts-republics-of.html, August 2022 

 
"Palenques, Policing, and Free Black Towns" (video: author, director, 2020), with Collective for 

the History and Culture of the Region of the Americas (CHACRA) 
 
"Introduction to the Transatlantic Slave Trade Database" (video: author, director, 2020), with 

Collective for the History and Culture of the Region of the Americas (CHACRA) 
• These were part of the body of work awarded the Edgar Lieuwen Teaching 

Award, Rocky Mountain Conference on Latin American Studies (2021) 
  
 
PUBLICATIONS | book reviews 
 
In journals including American Historical Review; Bulletin of the History of Medicine; Colonial 
Latin American Review; Hispanic American Historical Review; Journal of Social History; 
Sixteenth Century Journal; The Americas; English Historical Review; H-LATAM; Catholic 
Historical Review; Journal of Interdisciplinary History; Journal of Global Slavery; Early 
Modern Women; American Anthropologist, and others. 
 
 
AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS | external 
 
2022 Transatlantic Studies Association Book Prize for Republics of Difference 
 
2022 Kimberly Hanger Article Prize of the Southern History Association, Latin 

American and Caribbean Studies Section for "Pesa más la libertad" 
 
2022 Honorable Mention, Best Article Prize, Association for the Study of the 

Worldwide African Diaspora, for "Pesa más la libertad." 
 
2021 Member, School of Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 

NJ 
 
2021 José María Arguedas Prize, Latin American Studies Association, Peru Section 
 
2021 Edgar Lieuwen Teaching Award, Rocky Mountain Conference on Latin American 

History, to CHACRA (Collective for the History and Culture of the Region of the 
Americas) 

 
2017-18 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship (12 months), for "Spaces, 

Authorities, and Jurisdictions in the Iberian Atlantic, 1400-1650" 
 
2015 James Alexander Robertson Prize for Best Article from Conference on Latin 
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American History, for “Learning From the Qadi: The Jurisdiction of Local Rule 
in the Early Andes” 

 
2013-14 National Endowment for the Humanities Teaching and Learning Grant, “Reading 

Moby Dick and One Hundred Years of Solitude: The Integrated Humanities 
Project,” Senior Scholar Consultant (Project Director: Richard Haw, John Jay 
College) 

 
2009-10 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow (9 months), John Carter Brown 

Library 
 
2009-10 Fellowship (12 months), American Council of Learned Societies  
 
2009-10 Fellowship (12 months), American Philosophical Society (declined) 
 
2008 Ligia Parra Jahn prize from the Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American 

Studies for With Our Labor and Sweat: Indigenous Women and the Formation of 
Colonial Society, Peru 1550-1700 

 
2008-09 National Endowment for the Humanities Teaching and Learning Grant, “Making 

Objects Speak,” Senior-Scholar Consultant (Project Directors:  Prof. Elisabeth 
Gitter, Dean Jane Bowers, John Jay College/CUNY)  

 
2004-05 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship (12 months) for project, 

“From Moriscos to Mestizos: The Iberian Roots of Ethnicity in the New World” 
 
2002  Albert J. Beveridge Grant, American Historical Association  
 
2001  Best Dissertation Prize, New England Council on Latin American Studies 
 
2001 Honorable Mention, Franklin Pease G.Y. Memorial Prize for article, "Indecent 

Living: Indigenous Women and the Politics of Representation in Early Colonial 
Peru" 

 
1997 Ruth and Lincoln Eckstrom Fellow, John Carter Brown Library, Providence, RI  
 
1996-97 American Fellow, American Association of University Women  
 
1995-96 Fulbright Fellowship for Dissertation Research in Peru 
 
1993-94 Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship, University of Massachusetts, 

Program in Latin American Studies  
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AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS | internal 
 
2023 Kellogg Institute for International Studies faculty award for travel to Tepoztlán 

Institute, Mexico ($1200) 
 
2023 Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts international conference travel award 

for Tepoztlán Institute, Mexico ($1000) 
 
2022 Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts Small Henkels Conference Grant 

($3000) for "Archival Fragments, Experimental Modes" workshop at London 
Global Gateway 

 
2022 Kellogg Institute for International Studies conference grant ($5000) for "Archival 

Fragments, Experimental Modes" workshop at London Global Gateway 
 
2022 Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts indexing grant ($1000) 
 
2021 Kellogg Institute for International Studies conference grant ($2000, returned 

because conference cancelled) 
 
2019-20 Gender Studies Internal Scholar-in-Residence 
 
2020 Teaching Beyond the Classroom Grants to bring Liana Xhou (Kinsey Institute) 

and Erika Edwards (UNC-Greensboro) to courses, "Archives and Power" and 
"Fugitive Blackness" ($500) 

 
2019  Subvention Award, Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts ($3,000) 
 
2019 Notre Dame Faculty Research Support Program Initiation Grant ($10,000) 
 
2017, 18 Kellogg Institute for International Studies international travel grant 
 
2016 Kellogg Institute for International Studies collaborative research grant with 

Bianca Premo (Florida International University) 
 
2016 Notre Dame Research grant for La Patrona Collective for Colonial Latin 

American Scholarship meeting in Rome 2017 
 
2013-19 Kellogg Institute for International Studies Faculty Fellow Grants for research 

travel 
 
2013-15 Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts International Conference Travel 

Grant, University of Notre Dame 
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2014 Teaching Beyond the Classroom Grant to bring students to Chicago Art Institute, 
University of Notre Dame 

 
2011-19 Kellogg Institute for International Studies Faculty Fellow Grants, for Latin 

American History Working Group 
 
2009-12 Kellogg Institute for International Studies Faculty Fellow Grants for research 

travel 
 
2009, 2015 Kellogg Institute for International Studies Faculty Fellow Grants for Midwest 

Working Group in Latin American Studies conference 
 
2008, 2011 Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts Research Travel Grant, University of 

Notre Dame 
 
2007  Merrill Presidential Educator, Cornell University 
 
2006-07 Cornell University Society for the Humanities Research Grant 
 
2006-07 Institute for the Social Sciences, Cornell University, Grant: for project, 

“Rethinking Sustainability and Development: A Return to Vicos, Peru,” (co-
principal investigator with Billie Jean Isbell and Phil McMichael) 

 
2003 Faculty Appreciation Award, Cornell Panhellenic Association, winner for College 

of Arts and Sciences (for excellence in teaching) 
 
2002  Afinito-Stewart Grant, President’s Council of Cornell Women  
 
2002  Cornell University Society for the Humanities Research Grant  
 
1990-91 University Fellowship, University of Massachusetts 
 
 
COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECTS AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERT WORK 
 
Member, Comité Científico, Revista Histórica (Peru), 2022- 
 
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Coffeehouse Initiative ("Archival 

Fragments, Experimental Modes"), 2020-22 
 
Member, Collective for the History and Culture of the Regions of the Americas (CHACRA), 

2020-21 
 
Expert Reviewer, “Clusters of Excellence,” German Research Foundation, Cologne, Germany, 
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2018-19 
 
Project Director, La Patrona Collective for Colonial Latin American Scholarship archival 

practicum, Rome, July 2017 
 
Collective Member, Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the Americas, from 2016 
 
Founder and Collective Member, La Patrona Collective for Colonial Latin American 

Scholarship, 2015-2022 
 
Collaborating Scholar, "Cultura material e identidade cultural dos mercadores portugueses no 

Peru na época moderna: Pressão social e estragégias de integração,"  Cultural 
Encounters and Intersecting Societies Group, Centro de História-Faculdade de 
Letras da Universidade de Lisboa, 2016-19 

 
Member, Advisory Board, Freedom University (Georgia), 2011-2016 
 
Senior Scholar Consultant, “Making Objects Speak,” (Project Directors:  Prof. Elisabeth Gitter, 

Dean Jane Bowers, John Jay College); funded by NEH grant (2008-9) 
 
Principal Investigator with Billie Jean Isbell and Philip McMichael, “Rethinking Sustainability 

and Development: A Return to Vicos, Peru,” Culminated in conference in Ithaca, 
NY (September 2006). 

 
Consultant, Vistas: Colonial Latin American Visual Culture, 1520-1820.  NEH-funded 

interactive CD-ROM; Project Directors Dana Leibsohn and Barbara Mundy 
(2001) 

 
Administrator and Grant-writer, various non-profit arts and governmental organizations (details 

upon request, 1984-89) 
 
 
PH.D. THESES CHAIRED | supervision and placement  
 
Daniel Guzmán Salinas (Doctoral Student), History, University of Notre Dame 
 
Juan Vargas Hernández (Doctoral Student), History, University of Notre Dame 
 
Carlos Diego Arenas Pacheco (2023), Medieval Institute, University of Notre Dame; Placement: 

Communications Coordinator, Pulte Institute (2023) 
 
María Cecilia Ulrickson (2018), “Esclavos que fueron in Santo Domingo, 1768-1844,” 

University of Notre Dame. Placement: Assistant Professor of History, University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County (2018); Assistant Professor of Religion, Catholic University 
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(2019) 
 
Victor Maqque (2016), "From the Cacique to the Community: Political Transformations in the 

Altiplano, 1750-1850," University of Notre Dame. Placement: Postdoctoral Scholar, 
Purdue University; Operations Manager for Sustainability Initiative, Institute for 
Resilient Environmental and Energy Systems, University of Oklahoma (2021) 

 
Max Deardorff (2015), "A Tale of Two Granadas: Tridentine Reform, Rebellion, and the 

Formulation of Christian Citizenship in Southern Spain and the Andes, 1563-1614," 
University of Notre Dame. Placement: Assistant Professor of History, University of 
Florida (2018) 

 
Kathleen Kole de Peralta (2015), "The Nature of Colonial Bodies: Public Health in Lima, Peru, 

1535-1640," University of Notre Dame. Placement: Assistant Professor of History, Idaho 
State University (2015); Assistant Professor of Practice, Arizona State University (2019) 

 
 
PH.D. THESES EVALUATED | FLACSO graduate committees: expert reviewer 
 
Paula Daza (2018), “Gobernar en tiempos de cambio: las cacicas de la Audiencia de Quito en el 

siglos XVIII,” Doctorado en Historia de los Andes (Ecuador) 
 
Alicia Torres (2018), “Baratijas mujeriles: género, raza y clase en la Real Audiencia de Quito, 

siglos XVII y XVII,” Doctorado en Historia de los Andes (Ecuador) 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS | invited lectures and keynotes 
 
"Republics of Difference, in conversation with Karoline Cook and Gabriela Ramos," Iberian 

seminar, University College - London, March 20, 2023 
 
"Republics of Difference, in conversation with Imogen Choi and Stephanie Cavanaugh," 

Oxford Iberian seminar, Exeter College, University of Oxford, May 3, 2023 
 
"Republics of Difference: Religious and Racial Self-Governance in the Spanish Atlantic World," 

talk at book launch hosted by the Kellogg Institute, December 2022 
 
"Religious Republics in Seville, 1248–1502," presented to Early Modern Empires+ Seminar, 

Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, November 9, 2021. 
 
"Republics of Difference: The Effects of Self-Governance in the Early Modern Spanish Empire," 

to Program in Latin American Studies, Princeton University, October 2021 and to Iberian 
Connections, Yale University, December 2021 
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"Republics of Difference: Self-Governance, Colonialism, and Early Lima," to Center for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies 2020 Symposium, The Ohio State University, 
Columbus, February 2020 

 
“Entangled Categories: Indigenous and African identities in Early Latin America.” "Archival 

Lives" conference at Emory University (pre-circulated essay, not in attendance) 
December 2019. 

 
"Pesa más la libertad: Slavery, Legal Claims, and Afro-Latin American Intellectual History," to 

Early Modern Empires Seminar, Yale University, November 2018 
 
"Visualizing Republics of Difference with GIS," to Digital Humanities Lunch Talks, University 

of Notre Dame, October 2018 
 
"Feminism, Feminist Theory, and Writing History," to Women and Gender Studies Working 

Group, Department of History, University of Notre Dame, October 2018 
 
"Historiographies and Carpet-Bagging," presentation to second year graduate students, History 

Department, University of Notre Dame, October 2018. 
 
“Black Freedom and Indian Freedom in the Spanish Empire,” Freedom: An International 

Mellon-Sawyer Symposium, CUNY Graduate Center, June 2018 
 
"Imperial Conviviality: What Medieval Spanish Legal Practice Can Teach Us About Colonial 

Latin America," Keynote address to Convivial [Hi]stories: Envisioning Conviviality in 
Colonial and Modern Latin America, MECILA, University of Cologne, June 2018 

 
"Gender, Land, and Wealth: The Institutional Contributions of Carmen Diana Deere," 

Presentation of Kalman Silvert Award, Latin American Studies Association, Barcelona, 
May 2018 

 
“Archivos: An Open Seminar,” at Green Latin American and Caribbean Center, Florida 

International University, March 9 2018 [with La Patrona Collective for Colonial Latin 
American Scholarship] 

 
“Learning From the Qadi: The Transnational Turn and Colonial Latin American History,” Smith 

College, November 16, 2017 
 
"Containing Law Within the Walls: The Protection of Customary Law in Santiago del Cercado, 

Peru," Max Planck Institute, June 23, 2017 
 
“Author Meets Critic: Michelle McKinley’s Fractional Freedoms,” University of Oregon, May 

25, 2017 
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“Containing Law Within the Walls: The Invention of Indian Customary Law in Early Colonial 
Lima,“ Ward Stavig Lecture, University of South Florida, February 20, 2017 

 
"Indian Difference in a Spanish City: The Walling of Santiago del Cercado in 16th Century 

Lima,” Brown University Program in Latin American and Caribbean Studies, February 6, 
2017 

 
"Containing Law Within the Walls: Santiago del Cercado and Colonial Difference," Keynote 

address, Círculo Andino, University of Michigan, April 16, 2016 
 
“So That They Would Be Safe: The Walled Community of Santiago del Cercado, Lima, and the 

Protection of Customary Law,” presented to “Protection and Empire,” conference at 
Harvard University, April 1-2, 2016 

 
“Neighbors and Others: Space, Peoples, and Jurisdictions in the Early Modern Iberian Atlantic,” 

presented to La Cosa Colonial: Continuities and Disruptions in the Iberian and Latin 
American World, University of Notre Dame, March 18, 2016 

 
“Parallel Play. Cabildos de españoles and cabildos de indios in the early Lima Valley.” 

Entangled Trajectories: Integrating Native American and European Histories, 
Washington, DC, April 10, 2015 

 
“Slavery, Governance, Self-rule and the State,” Author Meets Critics: Sherwin Bryant, 

Department of African American Studies, Northwestern University, November 21, 2014 
 
“Learning From the Qadi: The Jurisdiction of Local Rule in the Early Colonial Andes,” 

Symposium on Comparative Early Modern Legal History, Newberry Library, Chicago, 
IL, October 10; also presented to History Seminar at Johns Hopkins University, 
November 4, 2014 

 
“African-descent Self-Governance and the Paradigm of Racial Order,” as part of symposium 

“The Early Modern Atlantic World: Slavery, Race, Governance,” at Northwestern 
University, April 20, 2013 

 
“So color de una cofradía: Catholic Confraternities and the Development of Afro-Peruvian 

Ethnicities in Early Colonial Peru,” Atlantic World Workshop, NYU, November 30, 
2010 

 
“Beyond the Walls. Spatial Segregation, Economic Integration, and Community Formation in 

Seville and Lima, 1440-1650,” Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, NYU, 
November 29, 2010 

 
Panelist, Roundtable discussion on second book projects, History Department Faculty 

Colloquium, University of Notre Dame, October 28, 2010 
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“’Of greater dignity…:’ Afro-Peruvian arguments about the determinants of social order, 1540-

1650,” John Carter Brown Library seminar series, Providence, RI, May 12, 2010 
 
“From qadiazgo to cacicazgo: Contesting the constraints of jurisdiction for subjects of Christian 

rule in Iberia and Peru,” USC-Huntington Early Modern Studies Institute Seminar, 
Pasadena, CA, March 27, 2010 

 
Panelist, Roundtable Discussion “Latin American Indians Between Multiculturality, 

Transnationalism, Postcolonialism, and Memory: Where Does Latin American 
Ethnohistory Go From Here?,” Midwest Workshop on Latin American History, Urbana-
Champaign, IL, April 4, 2008 

 
Panelist: Roundtable Discussion on “Race” in colonial Peru, Andean Studies Committee 

Meeting, American Historical Association Meetings, Chicago, IL, January, 2003 
 
Panelist, “History, Experience and the Study of History,” Panel at The Future of Minority 

Studies: Redefining Identity Politics, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, November 2001 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS | selected conferences and working groups 
 
"The Grammar of Gender, Labor, and Vassalage in Early Colonial Panama," presented to 

Berkshire Conference on Women's History, Santa Clara, CA, July 2023 
 
"A Collective Justice: Royal Petitions and the Invention of a Black Community in Early Castilla 

Del Oro," presented to the American Historical Association, Philadelphia, January 2023 
 
"...negros e negras, mulatos e mulatas horras..." presented to Archival Fragments, Experimental 

Modes at the Franke Institute, University of Chicago, December 2022 and at the Notre 
Dame London Global Gateway, March 21, 2023 

 
“Esclavos y vasallos: luchas interétnicas por las libertades dentro del mundo laboral de Lima, 

sigo XVII,” presented to VII Congreso Latinoamericano de Historia Económica, Lima, 
Perú, March 2, 2022 (online) 

 
"Negros e negras e mulatos e mulatas horras," Presented to Omohundro Institute Coffeetable 

"Archival Fragments, Experimental Modes," December 10, 2021. 
 
"Communities by force and will: Finding pueblos de negros in the early Spanish empire," Latin 

American Studies Association, May 2021 (online) 
 
"Entwined Histories: Black and Indian Reducciones and the Problem of Colonial Freedom," 

American Historical Association Meetings, Chicago, January 5, 2020 
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"Fugitive Blackness," The Collaborative Study of Race in the Americas, University of Notre 

Dame, July 2019 
 
"Neighbors and Others: Mapping Social Relations in the Early Modern Iberian Atlantic," 

Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies, Barcelona, July 2019 
 
"Free and Unfree: Indigenous and Black Justices in the Colonial Legal Sphere," RMCLAS, 

Santa Fe, New Mexico, April 2019 
 
"Sons of Spaniards as White as their Masters: Petitions for Freedom in Seventeenth-Century 

Peru," African-American Intellectual History Society conference, Ann Arbor, MI, March 
22, 2019 

 
"Black Freedoms and Indians Freedoms in Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century Spanish 

America," Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the Americas, Mexico, 
July 20, 2018 

 
"Narratives Without Subjects: Black Republics Versus Black Resistance in the Sixteenth 

Century," Latin American Studies Association Congress, Barcelona, May 25, 2018 
 
“Governing Blacks/Black Governance,” Association for the Study of the Worldwide African 

Diaspora, Seville, November 10, 2017 
 
“Writing Narratives Without Subjects,” La Patrona Collective for Colonial Latin American 

Scholarship Archival Practicum, Rome, July 4, 2017 
 
“Slavery and the Problem of Governance in Spanish America in the 16th Century,” Presented to 

the American Historical Association/Conference on Latin American History, Denver, 
CO, January 2017 

 
“Pueblos de Indios in the First Century After Conquest: What is at Stake?” invited participant in 

Colonial History Meeting, Conference on Latin American History, Denver, CO, January 
2017 

 
“So That They Would Be Safe: The Walled Community of Santiago del Cercado, Lima, and the 

Protection of Customary Law,” to Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational Study of Race 
in the Americas, Tepoztlán, Mexico, July 2016 

 
"Emotional Economies," Latin American Studies Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico, May 27 

2015 
 
“Silence in the Archives,” Conference on Latin American History/AHA, NYC, January 2015 
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“Morenas: Free African-Descent Women and Self-Definition in Early Colonial Peru,” Berkshire 
Conference on Women’s History, Toronto, May 22, 2014 

 
“Setting Morenas Apart: Afro-Descent Women and Status in Early Colonial Peru,” Rocky 

Mountain Conference for Latin American Studies, April 5, 2013 
 
“Learning from the Qadi: The Jurisdiction of Local Rule in the Early Colonial Peruvian 

Cacicazgo,” Premodern Spanish History Association of the Midwest, March 16, 2013 
 
“The Bonds of Inheritance: Afro-Peruvian Women’s Legacies in a Slave-Holding World,” 

Conference “Colonial Intersections: Reconsidering the Historical, the Literary, and the 
Visual Archives,” University of Maryland, October 2012 

 
“Creating and Contesting Jurisdiction and Authority in the Andes,” Tepoztlán Institute for the 

Transnational History of the Americas, Tepoztlán, Mexico, July 2011 
 
“The Limits of Justice: Andean Kurakas and the Spanish Legal System in the 16th Century,” 

Conference on Latin American History/AHA, Boston, MA, January 7, 2011 
 
“The Secret Lives of Communities: Contesting the Constraints of Jurisdiction in Minority 

Communities in Pre-1492 Iberia and Early Colonial Peru,” Conference “From Iberian 
Kingdoms to Atlantic Empires,” University of Notre Dame, September 2010 

 
"Finding Order in the Colonial City: Learning from Cofradías de Morenos in 16th and 17th C. 

Lima, Peru," American Society for Ethnohistory Annual Meeting, New Orleans, 
September 2009 

 
 “From Seville to Lima: Negotiating Community in the Old World and New,” Midwest Working 

Group on Colonial Latin America, Notre Dame, IN, May 2009 
 
“Transatlantic Experiences as Dialogue,” Andean Studies Committee, Conference on Latin 

American History, American Historical Association meeting, NYC, January 2009 
 
“The Rhetoric of Succession, Or How Caciques Learned to Litigate,” American Society for 

Ethnohistory Annual Meeting, Eugene, OR, November 2008 
 
“Negotiated Spaces: Communities, Work, and Identities in Seville and Lima,” American 

Historical Association, Washington, DC, January 2008 
 
“Trajectories of Difference in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries,” Latin American Studies 

Association, Montreal, Canada, September 2007 
 
“From Seville to Lima: Negotiating Community in the Old World and New,” Tepoztlán Institute 

for the Transnational History of the Americas, Tepoztlán, Mexico, August 2007 
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“Of Qadis and Kurakas,” 52 Congreso Internacional de Americanistas, Sevilla, Spain, July 2006 
 
“Moors, Moriscos, Indians and Mestizos: Iberian Political Structures and New World Realities,” 

Latin American Studies Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico, March 2006 
 
“Hybrid Thinking: Bringing Postcolonial Theory to Latin American Economic History,” 

Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the Americas, Tepoztlán, Mexico, 
July 2005 

 
“The Creolization of the New World: Local Forms of Identity in Urban Peru, 1560-1640,” Latin 

American Studies Association, Las Vegas, NV, October 2004 
 
“Indios criollos: Repensando identidades étnicas en la ciudad colonial formativa.”  Colloquium 

“De la ‘construcción de las identidades étnicas y culturales en la ciudad colonial’ al 
discurso de lo nacional en la América Latina actual,” Trujillo, Peru, October 2003 

 
“La moda colonial: aproximaciones a la etnicidad en la ciudad peruana colonial.” 51 Congreso 

Internacional de Americanistas, Santiago, Chile, July 2003 
 
“From the Mountains to the Coast: New Perspectives on Gender History from Northern Peru.” 

Rocky Mountain Conference on Latin American Studies, Tempe, AZ, February 2003 
 
“Hybrid Thinking: Ethnicity and Colonial Latin American History.” SALALM conference, 

Ithaca, NY, June 2002 
 
“Engendering Chiefly Legitimacy: Inventing Cacicas in Colonial Peru.”  Latin American Studies 

Program/Women’s Studies Program, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, March 2002 
 
“’Dressed like an Indian’: Reading Women’s Testaments for Ethnic Ambiguity in Early Colonial 

Peru.” Latin American Studies Association, Washington, DC, September 2001 
 
"Changing Markets and Cultural Transformations in Colonial Peru: The Chucuito Visita of 

1567." Conference, "Matters of the Market: Texts and Contexts in Spanish and Latin 
American Literature," Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, April 2001 

 
"'Las mujeres no heredan los señoríos': The Invention of Female Cacicazgo Succession in the 

Chimu Valley, Peru." Conference on Latin American History, American Historical 
Association Meetings, Boston, MA, January 2001 

 
"Contesting Legal Power in Colonial Peru." Latin American Studies Association, Miami, FL, 

March 2000 
 
"Hybrid Genealogies: The Construction of Elite Identity in 17th Century Peru."  American 
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Society for Ethnohistory Annual Meeting, Mashantucket, CT, October 1999 
 
"Cacicas and the Invention of Political Tradition in the Andes." Simposio Internacional de 

Peruanistas en el Extranjero (Asociación Internacional de Peruanistas), Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA, May 1999 

 
"Between the Barbarian and the Wildman: Descriptions of the Coast and Sierra in the Chronicles 

of Peru." John Carter Brown Library, Providence, RI, July 1997 
 
"Gender Identities and Weaving in Early Colonial Perú." 49th Congreso Internacional de 

Americanistas, Quito, Ecuador, July 1997 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS | other professional activities 
 
Discussant and Chair, Tepoztlán Institute "Fugitivity, Cimarronaje, Abolition," Tepoztlán, 

Mexico, July 2023 
 
Chair and Discussant, "Law, Theology, and the Moral Regulation of 'Economy' in the Early 

Modern Atlantic World," Newberry Library, March 25, 2022 
 
Presentation of Jorge Díaz Ceballos, Poder compartido: Repúblicas urbanas, Monarquia y 

conversación en Castilla del Oro, 1508-1573, Permanent Seminar Iberian Worlds and 
Early Globalization (Sevilla), November 27, 2020 (online) 

 
Panelist, "Reversing Roe," sponsored by Irish for Reproductive Health, University of Notre 

Dame, January 22, 1999 
 
Discussant, "Arguing for the Rule of Law: Using the Hebrew Bible and Caricatures of 

Foreigners in British and Spanish America," Newberry Library, October 26, 2018 
 
Discussant for Gema Santamaria, "Justice, Crime, and the Lynch Mob in Post-Revolutionary 

Mexico (1930-1960), Kellogg Institute Works-in-Progress Series, January 18, 2018 
 
Skype meeting with Amesbury (MA) High School Honors World History class on Latin America 

in the Age of Revolutions, October 18, 2016 
 
Panelist, “Out at Notre Dame,” GLASS Queer in Academia luncheon, April 2016 
 
Discussant for Mercedes Prieto, "The Andean Indigenist Program, 1951-1975. Integration, 

Development, State Formation and Women." Kellogg Institute Works-in-Progress 
Session, November 12, 2015 

 
Discussant for Lina del Castillo, “Mapping Out Colombia: Transnational Visions and Regional 
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Designs in the Making of the Early Republic,” Kellogg Institute Work-in-Progress 
Session, December 10, 2014 

 
Workshop co-organizer, with Rachel Sarah O’Toole, “At the Edge of the Law? Women of 

African Descent in Colonial Latin America,” Berkshire Conference on Women’s History, 
Toronto, May 22, 2014 

 
Chair and Discussant for session, “Acts of Foundation: Creating Colonial Environments in the 

Spanish Americas,” Sixteenth Century Society Conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
October 24, 2013 

 
Leader, faculty workshop on “Contextualizing One Hundred Years of Solitude for the Integrated 

Humanities,” John Jay College, July, 2013 
 
“Introduction: También la lluvia [2010],” at Browning Cinema, University of Notre Dame, 

March 6, 2013 
 
Organizer and chair, “Festschrift for Karen Spalding,” Conference on Latin American History, 

Boston, MA, January 7, 2011 
 
Organizer and co-chair with R. Jovita Baber, Colonial Studies Committee Panel: “Atlantic 

World, Entangled Empires and Hemispheric Histories: a critical assessment of our 
current historical perspectives," American Historical Association Annual Meeting, San 
Diego, January 2010 

 
Invited lecture, “The Emergence of ‘Race’ in Colonial Latin America,” Notre Dame Alumni 

Reunion Weekend, June 5, 2009 
 
Conference organizer, Midwest Working Group on Colonial Latin America, conference at the 

University of Notre Dame, May 1-2, 2009 
 
Invited Speaker, “Discernment Dinner” for first year students at University of Notre Dame, 

March 2008 
 
Discussant for session on “Nation and Race,” Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of 

the Americas,” Tepoztlán, Mexico, August 2007 
 
Discussant for session on colonial history, New York State Latin American History Workshop, 

Binghamton, NY, October 2005 
 
Discussant, Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the Americas, Tepoztlán, 

Mexico, July-August 2005 
 
Discussant, Cornell University Graduate Conference on Latin America and the Caribbean, 
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Ithaca, NY, February 2004 
 
Commentary on paper by Sally Engle Merry, Comparative History Colloquium, Cornell 

University, Ithaca, NY, October, 2001 
 
 
SERVICE | profession 
 
CHAIR/LEADERSHIP 
 
Co-Director, Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the Americas, 2020-2023 
Chair, Nominations Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2020-21 
Chair, James Alexander Robertson Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 

2017 
Collective Member, Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the Americas (2016-) 
Co-Founder and Collective Member, La Patrona Collective for Colonial Latin American 

Scholarship (2015-) 
General Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2014-16 
Chair, Colonial Studies Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2010 
Secretary, Colonial Studies Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2009 
Chair, Tibesar Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2008-9 
 
COMMITTEES, REVIEWS, AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
Member, Comité Científico Internacional, Revista Histórica [Perú], 2023- 
Member, Outstanding Article Prize Committee, Association for the Study of the Worldwide 

African Diaspora (ASWAD) (2023-24) 
Expert Reviewer, DFG, 2023 
Expert Reviewer, Endangered Archives Program, British Library, 2023 
Selection Committee, Short Term Fellows, John Carter Brown Library, 2023 
Extended Editorial Board Member, Cursor Mundi (BREPOLS), 2022-2025 
Committee member, Premio José María Arguedas for Best Article, Latin American Studies 

Association, Peru Section, 2022 
Search Committee Member, Department of History, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, 

2021 
Reviewer, National Endowment for the Humanities National Competition, 2020 
Expert Reviewer, European Research Commission, 2020 
Selection Committee, Symposium on Latin America in the Colonial Period, Newberry Library, 

2014 
Ligia Parra Jahn Prize Committee, Rocky Mountain Council on Latin American Studies, 2013 
Advisory Board, Freedom University (Georgia) 
Planning Committee for 50th Anniversary of the Fellowship Program Conference, John Carter 

Brown Library, 2011-12 
Long Term Fellowship Selection Committee, John Carter Brown Library, 2012 
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Reviewer, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend Applications, 2011 
Reviewer, ACLS New Faculty Fellows, 2010 
James R. Scobie Memorial Award Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2007-8 
Conference Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2003 
 
 
SERVICE | editorial boards and manuscript reviews 
 
Member, Extended Editorial Board, Cursor Mundi Series, BREPOLS (2022-25) 
Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Women’s History (2011-2019) 
 
Referee for presses and journals including: 

• Oxford University Press  
• Cambridge University Press 
• Bedford/St. Martin’s  
• University of Chicago Press  
• University Press of Colorado  
• University of Texas Press 
• Routledge 
• Pennsylvania State University Press 
• University of Amsterdam Press 
• University of Arizona Press 
• Manchester University Press 
• University of New Mexico Press 
• University of Alabama Press 
• FLACSO (Ecuador) 
• Colonial Latin American Review 
• The Americas 
• Hispanic American Historical Review 
• Journal of Women’s History 
• William and Mary Quarterly 
• Slavery and Abolition 
• Histórica 
• Comparative Studies in Society and History 
• Journal of Field Archaeology 
• Bulletin of Spanish Studies 
• Journal of Family History 
• MacMillan Learning 
• Kellogg Institute Working Papers 
• Allpanchis (Peru) 
• Law and History Review 
• International Review of Social History 
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Confidential tenure reviews for History, Religion, and Romance Studies Departments 
 
 
SELECT SERVICE | department and university 
 
 University of Notre Dame 
 
2023-24 Chair's Advisory Committee, History Department 
2023-24 Graduate Studies Committee, History Department 
2022 Reviewer, Laura Shannon Prize, Nanovic Institute for European Studies 
2022 Graduate Studies Committee, History Department 
2020 Chair, Gender and COVID-19 Working Group, Gender Studies Program 
2020 Constitution Committee, Notre Dame AAUP Chapter 
2020 Member, Mellon Fellow Selection Committee, Medieval Institute 
2020 Member, Fellows Final Selection Committee, Kellogg Institute 
2020-21 Chair's Advisory Committee, History Department 
2020 Geraldine Willis Undergraduate Thesis Prize Committee, Gender Studies 

Program 
2019-22 Steering Committee, Gender Studies Program 
2019-20 Co-Chair, Race, Gender, and Slavery in the Atlantic World Working Group, 

Kellogg Institute 
2019 De Santis Prize Committee, History Department 
2018-20 Digital Humanities Steering Committee, College of Arts and Letters 
2018-21 Graduate Placement Director, History Department 
2018-20 Reviewer, Faculty Fellows Program, Kellogg Institute 
2017 Member, Large Grants and Henkels Grants Review Committee, Institute on 

Scholarship in the Liberal Arts  
2016-19 Member, Nominating and Elections Committee, College of Arts and Letters 
2016-17 Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, History Department 
2015-16 Chair, Intellectual Life Committee, History Department 
2015-16 Member, Campus Fulbright Evaluation Committee 
2015  Faculty Fellow in the Residence Halls 
2014-16 Graduate Placement Director, History Department  
2014-15 Graduate Studies Committee, History Department 
2014-20 Coordinator, Latin American History Working Group  
2014-16 Member, Grants Committee, Kellogg Institute 
2013  Member, Intellectual Life Committee, History Department 
2012-13 Member, History Department Committee on Appointments  
2012-13 Member, Latino History Search Committee  
2013-19 Reader, Visiting Fellow Applications, Helen Kellogg Institute  
2013  Member, Campus Fulbright Evaluation Committee 
2011  Reviewer, Moreau Scholars Program, University of Notre Dame, 2011 
2010-12 Faculty Advisory Committee, Minor in International Development Studies  

 2010-12 Member, Faculty Grants Committee, Helen Kellogg Institute 



KAREN B. GRAUBART    
 

23 

 2012  Member, Cronin Award Committee (Program in Liberal Studies)  
2010-11 Member, Graduate Studies Committee  
2011  Evaluator, ACLS New Faculty Applicants  
2010-11 Member, Faculty Advisory Committee, Kellogg Institute 
2008-09 Member, President’s Committee on Women  
 
 Cornell University 
 
2001-07 Field Member, Program in Feminist, Gender and Sexuality Studies 
2001-07 Field Member, Program in Latin American Studies 
2006-07 Member, Steering Committee, Cornell University Program in Latin American 

Studies 
2006-07 Director of Undergraduate Studies, Program in Latin American Studies 
2005-06 Department Senator, Faculty Senate 
2002, 2006 College of Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Admissions Committee 
2003-6  Member, Cornell in Seville Faculty Committee 
2003-05 Member, Comparative Muslim Societies Committee 
2003-04 Members, Pre-Modern Chinese History Search Committee 
2003, 2004 Chair, Messenger-Chalmers Dissertation Prize Committee 
2001-04 Faculty Fellow, Balch Residence Hall 
2002-03 Russian Empire/Eastern European History search committee  
2003  Member, Fulbright Campus Evaluation Committee 
2002-03 Member, Feminist, Gender and Sexuality Studies Faculty-Focus Celebration 

Committee  
2002  Small Group Facilitator, Frankenstein first year book project 
2002 Organizer and Moderator, presentation and discussion of hazing at Cornell for 

first year students, Balch Hall 
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